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SUBJECT: NARCOTICS CONTROL ACTION PROGRAM 

REF: STATE 107205 

1. AMBASSADOR S REPLY TO LAZAR LETTER POUCHED TODAY 
(REGISTRY #2322484). IN SUM, EMBASSY'S JUDGMENT IS THAT 
OPERATING FUNDS REQUESTED ARE NECESSARY TO SUPPORT ACTIVITIES 
BY GGER NARCOTICS DIVISION, SOME AT OUR URGING, WHICH THEY 
HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO DO BECAUSE OF ABSENCE OF MONEY FOR 
TRANSPORTATION AND PER DIEM. WHILE AMOUNTS INVOLVED ARE 
SMALL, THEY ARE SIMPLY NOT AVAILABLE WITHIN THE RESPONSIBLE 
MINISTRY AT THIS TIME. WE CONSIDER PROVISIONS FOR ACCOUNTA- 
BILITY OF USE OF THESE FUNDS TO BE ADEQUATELY ASSURED. 

2. EMBASSY HAS NO BASIS FOR RECOMMENDING ASSISTANCE TO 
CUSTOMS IN FY1975, BUT WILL STUDY MATTER AND IF WARRANTED 
WILL REQUEST IN FY 1976. 

3. GOCR NARCOTICS DEPARTMENT DOES HAVE ARREST AND INTER- 
DICTION JURISDICTION AT PORTS OF ENTRY IN ADDITION TO INTERNAL 
ENFORCEMENT FUNCTIONS. EMBASSY CONCURS THAT PROPOSED U.S. 
ASSISTANCE WOULD INCREASE EFFECTIVENESS OF GOCR NARCOTICS 
DEPARTMENT IN COUNTERING NARCOTICS FLOW THROUGH COSTA RICA. 

4. EMBASSY WILL CONTINUE TO EXPLORE POSSIBILITIES OF 
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PROGRAM ASSISTANCE TO OTHER ELEMENTS OF GOCR. HOWEVER, 
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ASSISTANCE TO OTHER ELEMENTS NOT CONSIDERED POSSIBLE AT 
THIS TIME. 
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